Mr. Newsom’s Advanced Placement U.S. History Syllabus
Textbook:  AMERICA:  A NARRATIVE HISTORY   9th edition

-Review Websites:  www.wwnorton.com/college/history/america9
   Gilder Lehrman: https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/
-College Board Website- http://apcentral.collegeboard.com  (will use this to sign up for AP Exam later)
   AP Exam Info- https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-united-states-history/exam?course=ap-united-states-history
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-Newsom Website- newsomhistory.weebly.com
This course prepares students to take the College Board Advanced Placement United States History examination, which will be held at 8 AM on Friday, May 11, 2018, and possibly receive college credit. The cost is $94 and financial aid is available to those who qualify. The reading assignments will include taking Cornell style notes, described as recording important points from the text book as well as summarizing the information as you go. The text book represents a source of historical scholarship for the student and the journal provides a tool that allows them to process, analyze and question what they have read.  When the students have spent time in analysis before class discussion the level of discussion that takes place in class time will be greatly enhanced.  Students can expect to spend 4-7 hours per week completing the reading assignments and the accompanying notes.  The individual time spent reading will vary depending on the reading speed and comprehension level of each student.

Tests and essays (Free Response Questions or Document Based Questions) will be given at the end of each Unit of Study and the tests and essays for the course will be cumulative (questions from each chapter will be on every test or essays from any material previously covered from August until May). Quizzes over the reading will be given at the end of each chapter. All students will also submit a photo of their notes to me each chapter. I will select 5 random students to check each time, but all students must submit their notes in order to get the grade.
This basic framework includes a variety of activities centered on the use of and analysis of documents and other primary sources. Documents and writing assignments over them are selected to enhance the discussion and analysis of assigned readings for that week and will include maps, works of art, pictorial and graphic materials, statistical tables and political cartoons.  They serve to enhance evidence and interpretations presented in the readings.  These writing assignments serves two purposes, one to develop analytical skills in reading primary sources and to practice relating outside information to documents as the student writes.  

SUPPLIES FOR CLASS
· A COLLEGE RULED SPIRAL NOTEBOOK to be used exclusively for AP U.S. History textbook notes and/or lecture notes

· College ruled Notebook paper (PAPER TORN FROM A SPIRAL WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED)
· Pencils, black/blue ink pen, red ink pen, highlighters

· 1 box of Kleenex
GRADING:  There are three categories for grades and they are weighted as shown below.
Homework (mostly notes)

25%
Quizzes/Writing


35%

Unit Exams



40%

*Semester Exams (1st and 2nd)
10% 
ATTENDANCE:

Attendance in an AP class is essential.  Much of the material for success is provided through lecture/discussion which is much more meaningful if the student is present.  Remember:  students are responsible for knowing the material at test time—don’t be late or miss class if at all possible.  Remember to check with Mr. Newsom for any missed assignments.

-Make-up exams or other work may be completed after school with an appointment with me, or the testing center.
THE RULES

1) Students will respect each other and Mr. Newsom.
2) You CANNOT be on your cellphone or have headphones on unless I give you permission.

3) Be in your assigned seat before the bell rings.

4) Students will put their book on the back counter before they leave.

5) Follow directions the first time they are given.

6) Work to the best of your abilities, which includes asking for help when you need it.

7) Follow all the rules in the student handbook

THE KEYS TO SUCCESS:


1. READ FOR CONTENT/UNDERSTANDING AND TAKE NOTES. 
If you don’t read and take notes, you will not do well on Unit Exams and you will not pass the AP Test.
2. Give consistent effort and improvement.  Do not be discouraged if your grades seem low in the first quarter.  As you become accustomed to the course format and text, things will fall into place and become easier.
3. Learn to budget your time—plan ahead and read ahead (especially if you are involved in extracurricular activities)
4. You will also need to master these essential AP History Reasoning Skills:
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

I will be available after school for extra help if needed, but please let me know ahead of time so I can make necessary arrangements.

CONTACT INFORMATION: If you have any questions my planning period is 8:20-9:20, which is the best time to reach me by phone.  Otherwise, send me an e-mail any time and I will get back with you as soon as possible. 

Zach Newsom

(918) 357-7333

newsom.zachary@unionps.org
Class Website

This is the web address to my U.S. History class website. You will be able to find lecture notes (PowerPoint), test reviews, and other assignments you may have missed due to an absence.
newsomhistory.weebly.com
Text Reminders (Reminder)

If you would like to receive important reminders for U.S. History via text message then students and parents can send a text message to this number (918) 921-8860 with @newsapush as the message. You will then be asked to respond with your name, please just use your first and last name. You will then receive any important messages I send out about the class. 
(This is not my personal cell number, it is a generic number through Reminder)
Twitter

You can also follow my U.S. History Class on Twitter @MrNewsUSHistory for information and reminders.

I reserve the right to alter the syllabus (i.e. course requirements) for this class should it be necessary. Any changes will be fully explained to students.

*Please sign and keep in your AP spiral/notebook

Newsom APUSH Syllabus 2017-2018
Student Signature: ___________________________________________________ Date: ______




                                 Please Sign and Print

Parent Signature:   ___________________________________________________ Date: ______



                                 Please Sign and Print
